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CITY OF OAK PARK 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Mayor 
Marian McClellan 
Mayor Pro Tem 

Carolyn Burns 
Council Members 

Kiesha Speech 
Solomon Radner 

Ken Rich 
City Manager 
Erik Tungate 

MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

CITY OF OAK PARK ARTS AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY COMMISSION 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10, 2017, 7:00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY CENTER/DAVID H. SHEPHERD PARK 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
a. Time:  7:05 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

a. City Council: 
Mayor Marian McClellan (X)   Mayor Pro Tem Carolyn Burns (A) 
Council Member Kiesha Speech (A)  Council Member Ken Rich (A) 
Council Member Solomon Radner (A) 

b. Commissioners:   
Tina Baker (A)   Heidi Bisson (X)   Mattie Boykin (A)   
Leona Burns (A)   Stephanie Crawford (A) Sarah Davidson (X)    
Nathan Izydorek (X)  Rosetta Kincaid (A)  Terri McQueen (X)    
Reatha Richmond (A)  Sudha Chandra Sekhar (X) Ayanna Smith (A) 
Abraham (Avi) Snider(X) Michele Stevenson (E) Lonnie K. Tabb (X) 
Carla Wallace (X)  Anita Warner (A)  Regina Weiss (X) 
Roselyn McKay (A) 

c. City Liaisons: 
Director Denise DeSantis (X) 

d. Guests: 
_____________________ _____________________ _________________ 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – August 8, 2017 - Could not approve. No Quorum 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – July 13, 2017 – Could not approve. No Quorum 

 
5. DISCUSSION – The group decided to have a discussion, without quorum. 
 

Discuss if we should be rigid with call to order?  (No quorum to make a decision.) 
Commissioner Snider suggested it would depend on how we will handle it moving forward. 
 
Name Tents - Commissioner Wallace asked if we could have name tents like Director Brooks 
used. Ethnic Advisory had used these before and she thought they would be helpful. Director 
DeSantis said she would ask Director Brooks for the cards if she still had them. 
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Director DeSantis started the meeting with an ice breaker (What is it that draws you into being a 
Commissioner on the Arts and Cultural Board?) while we waited for the group and speaker to 
arrive. The group was promised that their replies would not appear on the minutes. 
 
Special Presentation – Commissioner Sekhar provided an overview of her trip to Greece, a 
cultural diversity and artist journey she took as part of the 50th World Conference for Dance 
Research. She brought information on how to draw people into our community – 140 nations and 
44 countries were represented at the Conference. She will take a trip to India planned in 
November to celebrate a teacher’s birthday – it will be a busy year with India’s Independence 
Day on August 15, 2017. She will have a performance for that August 26. She will send the group 
the information. She would like to have a walk-a-thon for the Lupus Foundation and she will 
have to do it on the Sunday before the performance.  
 
Length of Meetings – Director Wallace wanted to know long were our OPACC meetings? We 
used to cut ours off at one hour, she said and suggested that these types of presentations would be 
good to have at the Call to Commissioners at the end of the meetings. Commissioner Bisson 
responded that the meetings lasted anywhere from half hour to two hours– too long in her 
opinion. Commissioner Tabb state that it is important for everyone to be here on time so we can 
address items and get out in hour. Commissioner Snider agreed, saying that it allows people to 
leave as soon as the business is handled, they can go.  
 
2018 Commission Meeting Schedule - Director Denise gave out 2018 Commission Meeting 
Schedules to review for date changes. October will be difficult – considering the Jewish Orthodox 
holiday calendar, please advise if anything needs to be changed. Director DeSantis would like to 
know if we need to make any changes no later than next month, since the matter has to go before 
City Council if there are changes and it has to be submitted to the printer by deadline to make the 
2018 calendar. Commissioner Snider said the calendar/schedule is part of the charter and we 
don’t have a choice of days. Commissioner Snider said no decisions can be made tonight due to 
no quorum. 
 
Commissioner Wallace said you can go before City Council to get approval to change dates, but 
you can’t just cancel a meeting without council approval. Director DeSantis clarified that City 
Council meetings can be cancelled by gaining City Council approval in advance, or if we have a 
meeting that we know will not have a quorum, we are to notify the City Clerk’s Office at least 
two weeks in advance and there is a number of steps they make to officially cancel the meeting 
which includes posting a notice in City Hall lobby and on the website; notifying all the Boards 
and Commission Members that the meeting has been cancelled; and posting a note on the meeting 
room door the night on the day the meeting was originally scheduled.   
 
Commissioner Snider asked the Mayor about “sunsetting” commissioners who don’t show. 
Mayor McClellan mentioned that attendance at the meetings are very important. Commissioner 
Snider stated there are people who don’t show up regularly and he was wondering how that will 
be handled. 
 
The Mayor McClellan said part of City Council’s decisions on whether to reappoint a 
Commissioner is based on the attendance record.  It is better not to commit to being a 
Commissioner if you can’t make the meetings, but instead just drop in when you’re available. 
You can still come to the meetings when you can, that way. 
 
Reappointment Process - Director DeSantis mentioned that quite a few Commissioners at the 
first meeting were wondering what the process was to be reappointed since many of their terms 
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expire in August. Since the group was over the chartered 11 members they wanted to know if 
they have a chance at being renewed. Director DeSantis said that the City Clerk’s Office clarified 
that as long as the Commissioners wanted to be on the Commission, were in good standing, and 
upon vote of the City Council, they could still be reappointed even if we are over the 11 seats. 

 
Mayor McClellan said that they are awaiting a report from the City Clerk’s office then they hold 
a Special Council Meeting to review the reappointments. She said attendance is very important 
this year because of the number of meetings that did not have quorum. She said that it is better if 
a person knows they aren’t going to be able to attend the meetings that they do not apply to be a 
Commissioner, but instead are welcome to attend the meetings and still participate. 
 
Commissioner Tabb stated that she is the Chairperson of the Beautification Commission and the 
City Clerk’s Office doesn’t ask the Commission Chairperson, but they do talk to the City 
Liaisons and the City Council Member assigned to the Commission. They also look at attendance. 
Commissioner Tabb recommended that Commissioners that are interested in reappointment talk 
to Liaison rather than Chairperson because commissioners don’t have a say. She also said that the 
Clerk’s Office already has the attendance in the Clerk’s Office so leaders don’t have to make 
those decisions. 
 
Director DeSantis mentioned it is only respectful to other members that we attend because fellow 
Commissioners are taking time out of their schedule, sometimes canceling events and being away 
from their family’s activities to participate. If we don’t have a quorum and we can’t make a 
decision, then we aren’t able to attend to business and further projects. If we continually don’t 
have quorum, that can disappoint other Commissioners and result in them not wanting to be 
reappointed.  

 
Commissioner McQueen mentioned that she would not be here at the September meeting. 
 
Commissioner Wallace said that on paper this is the final meeting of her term and wondered how 
to find out if she should come back at the next meeting. 
 
Commissioner Tabb said she should get a call from the City Clerk’s office to ask you if she was 
still interested in extending, they check attendance and after City Council votes then she should 
get a letter advising her.  
 
Mayor McClellan said she had to need to leave – husband had a heart scare over the weekend and 
she needed to go get him.  
 
Commission Elections - Director DeSantis reminded everyone that we hope to have elections 
next month. She handed out forms for people that are interested in running for Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson and Secretary to consider what qualifications you would like to see for those on the 
commission.  Submit them back to her before the meeting and she will compile a list for review 
before we collect candidates names next meeting and vote. 
 
[The group was reminded that the time is up. Director DeSantis mentioned that in another 
Commission, they placed times on the agenda to help keep on schedule, we could consider doing 
that if the Commissioners would like.]   
 
You Create Art Activity Staffing - Director DeSantis reminded everyone of the You Create Art 
activity at the Library if they can make it. Also, she needed the themes for Fourth Quarter to place 
in the City’s Magazine. Commissioner Bisson said that the August activity would be Origami 
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butterflies. She would need someone to take the lead for September. And that Commissioner 
McQueen can consider You Create: Beats for October, November and December series.  
 
Fundraising - Director DeSantis also suggested that Commissioners give some thoughts to ways 
for fundraising the Commission could raise some money for the projects we want to do – we will 
need to approve funding, special events dates and that although we can piecemeal them, if we do 
our yearly planning sessions and commit to activities, we could gain approval of our activities all 
at once, requiring one City Council agenda item.  
 
City Art Gallery - Director DeSantis also mentioned that this is the time of the year for many 
arts and craft festivals and to keep an eye out for candidates for the City Hall Art Gallery display. 
We are in need of a fourth quarter artist. Remember, application forms are found online under the 
Commission’s page– reach out to local artists. Come to next meeting with submissions, if 
possible. 

 
1. ADJOURNMENT  

a. Next Meeting: Thursday, October 12, 2017 
b. Time of Adjournment: 8:05 p.m. 

 
 


